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PANAMA CANAL MUSEUM 

UF to Conduct Oral History Interviews 

 If you’re a member of a Balboa or Cristobal high school class having a class 

reunion this summer, and your graduation year ends in 5 or 0, you will have an 

opportunity to participate in a major UF and PCM collaborative project.  UF is 

digitizing yearbooks for these classes, and the PCM will handle the project publicity 

this spring and distribution of the DVDs at the Panama Canal Society reunion at the 

Rosen Shingle Creek Resort in Orlando, FL, July 1-4, 2010. 

 The initial cost for digitizing each yearbook with high-

quality resolution and a special feature that allows the viewer 

to turn each page using a computer mouse is $250.00.  To 

help defray that cost, we are inviting each class to participate in the program and 

cover the initial preparation fee or seek an individual or several individuals to 

sponsor the class project.  The Museum will then market the DVD to raise funds for 

further projects involving digitization of important historical materials.  Individuals 

may purchase the DVD for $15, if picked up at the reunion, or $20 if mailed within 

the United States. 

 If you would like to serve as a sponsor of your class’s DVD or order a DVD, please contact your class 

reunion coordinator or the Museum by May 1. 

 Do you have a story to tell or memories of your experiences in Panama and the Canal Zone 

that you would like to share?  If so, the Panama Canal Museum (PCM) and the University of 

Florida (UF) would like to hear from you. 

 The Samuel Proctor Oral History Program at UF, one of the nation’s top such programs, 

will be at the annual Panama Canal Society reunion this year to conduct a series of oral history 

interviews and is looking for candidates.  As partners, UF and the PCM are dedicated to 

preserving the history of the United States in Panama by gathering as much information as 

possible through these interviews.  We hope that between 20 and 30 interviews can be taken this 

year at the reunion. 

 UF and PCM believe there are scores of important, never-before told stories waiting to be 

recorded, preserved and promoted to scholars, students and the general public.  The interviews 

will be produced as high-quality recordings that will serve as source materials for in-depth 

research and contribute to traveling exhibits, radio documentaries and publications. 

 Specific topics for interviews include, but are not limited to, stories about life during 

construction days; World War I; World War II; the 1964 civil disturbances; the treaty transition 

and the disestablishment of the Canal Zone; the Noriega years; the US invasion in Panama; the 

transfer of the canal to Panama; etc.  In addition, any stories about what it was like growing up, 

working and living in the Canal Zone and Panama are also welcome.  Please call Kathy Egolf or 

Elizabeth Niely at the Museum (727-394-9338) if you plan to attend the reunion and would be 

willing to sit for an interview.  We expect the schedule to fill up quickly, so let us know soon 

what time and dates you would be available. 

Reunion Classes Invited to Participate in Yearbook DVD Project 
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Message from the President 

Joe Wood 

 How many Zonians does it take to change a light bulb?  Where can I find a good recipe for Johnny 

Marzetti?  How can I tell if the medical bag being sold on eBay really did belong to William C. Gorgas?  

What did they do with the excavated dirt when the canal was being built?   (See page 7 for answers.) 

 Those and many other questions have been asked of the Museum 

over the years. Our staff and volunteers spend countless hours digging 

through our collection, doing research to provide the best answers.  

Some questions are funny, some a little off-the-wall, and many, many 

others are of a more serious historical nature.  Of course, it doesn’t take 

much research to know how many Zonians can change a light bulb – 

everyone knows that it takes three: one to change the bulb, one to hold 

the ladder, and one to make the drinks—and if all else fails a fourth to 

call Housing! 

 The point is that we are more than just a museum; we are also a 

repository of great memories of life in the Canal Zone and Panama and 

we are grateful to have had the opportunity to be in touch with our 

heritage in this way.  We wish we could keep going indefinitely, growing the collection, doing research, 

answering questions and reliving those good times.  We have seen, however, that it takes a great deal of 

money, time and energy to sustain ourselves even at our current level and the prospects for long-term 

sustainability as a stand-alone museum are dim. 

 This is why we feel that our new partnership with the University of Florida is the best way to preserve 

our history and keep those wonderful memories alive.  In this issue, you will read about the digitization of 

yearbooks, photographs and other items that will be available on the world-wide web for everyone to 

enjoy.  Right now, UF is also digitizing the Spillways, the Panama Canal Reviews and the US Army Tropic 

Times.  Other important publications are on the schedule. 

 You will also read about our oral history project in which we would like to capture stories and life 

experiences from our members and others who lived, worked and played in the Canal Zone and Panama.  

If you are interested, please sign up! 

 Last, but not least, we are funding annual research scholarships at UF for students to study our unique 

heritage.  This will perpetuate long-term interest and generate serious scholarly works in a way that we, 

alone, cannot do. 

 All these activities with UF require significant funding and, as partners, we will embark on fundraising 

initiatives to keep our history alive well into the future. Your continued support will be key to our success, 

so please keep the dues and donations coming – we are sure you will be pleased with the results. 
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Board of Trustees Highlights 

 The Museum’s Board of Trustees held its first meeting of the calendar year 

on February 19 and 20, 2010, at the Museum in Seminole, FL.  Special guests in 

attendance were Judy Russell, Dean of the George A. Smathers Libraries at the 

University of Florida, and Associate Dean for Advancement and Development, 

Sam Huang. 

  The following actions were taken by the board: 

• Welcomed the board’s newest members, Dr. Richmond Brown and Dr. Rachel Schipper of the University of Florida 

(UF). 

• Reviewed the 2009 year-end financial results showing a net income of $37,528.  This annual surplus was due in large 

part to an $80,000 bequest from the estate of Lucille Abernathy.  This bequest, together with a reduction in operating 

expenses, was sufficient to offset reductions in store income (as volume sales ended for Write of Passage) and an end to 

grant income (caused by a drop off in county government grant support).  The Panama Canal Museum’s (PCM) reserves 

now total $217,000. 

• Finalized and signed, by both parties, the Partnership Agreement formalizing the collaborative arrangement between 

UF and the PCM.  (Note:  It was anticipated that the Agreement would be signed last October by the time the Fall/

Winter issue of the Review went to press, but an unexpected, last-minute amendment resulted in a delay in signing it 

until this board meeting.) 

• Voted to establish a Panama Canal Collection (PCM) Fund at the Smathers Libraries, which will provide funding for 

digitization, preservation and processing of PCM items transferred to UF; planning and conducting exhibits and events 

including those associated with the 2014 anniversary of the opening of the canal; and other related activities. 

• Voted to fund a series of oral histories to be taken at the annual Panama Canal Society (PCS) reunion by UF’s 

Samuel Proctor Oral History Program. 

• Voted to fund research scholarships at UF’s Center of Latin American Studies. 

• Revised the 2010 budget to reflect an anticipated income of $100,000 and expected expenses of $140,000.  The 

projected net loss of $40,000 reflects in large part the PCM funding requirements at UF and will be taken from the 

Museum’s reserves unless other sources of income materialize. 

• Reviewed plans for the 2010 Museum exhibit at the PCS reunion and were briefed on new store initiatives, including 

an Al Sprague calendar and a pollera ornament. 

• Voted to contract the services of an independent auditor. 

• Approved the Museum’s next two fundraising cruises:  the September 26, 2010, Celebrity Summit 14-day cruise to 

New England and Canada, and the March 6, 2011, Royal Caribbean Allure of the Seas 7-day cruise to the eastern 

Caribbean. 

• Voted to retain all officers and board members in their present capacities through July, 2012, when the transfer of the 

Museum’s collection to UF will be complete. 

 The board is mindful of the need to continue to preserve the history of the United States in Panama and believes that 

the collaboration with the University of Florida offers the best opportunity for preservation of the collection.  With 

digitization of the collection, the taking of oral histories, and the establishment of research scholarships to study our 

heritage, the long-term success of the Museum’s mission can be realized. 
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 The George A. Smathers Libraries 

 A PCM Collection Fund has been established within the 

libraries in the amount of $2,000.  Now that the fund is open, 

contributions may come from any source.  The PCM and UF will 

coordinate further fund raising activities for the purpose of adding 

to that fund during the next few years, with the expectation of 

building an endowment.  Once the endowment reaches $100,000, it 

will take its place in a queue for state matching funds of $50,000. 

 The purpose of the PCM Collection Fund is to provide funds 

for digitization; preservation; processing PCM items transferred to 

UF libraries; planning and conducting exhibits and events, 

including those associated with the 2014 anniversary of the opening 

of the Canal; printing; press releases, and the continued promotion 

of the PCM integration with UF; and other related activities. 

 Beyond the original $2,000 used to open the fund, the PCM 

has allocated from its reserves $15,000 to the libraries this year to 

digitize all Balboa and Cristobal High School yearbooks for the 

years ending in 5 and 0, along with a number of photographs and 

historical documents and publications. 

The Center for Latin American Studies 

 A PCM Research and Scholarship Fund will be established within the Center for Latin American Studies.  An 

initial investment of $2,000 will open the account, followed by additional funding of $2,000 for two research 

scholarships this summer at UF. 

 The Research and Scholarship Fund will foster contemporary research on the Panama Canal, the Canal Zone, 

Panama and the role of the United States in the history of Panama. 

The Samuel Proctor Oral History Program (SPOHP) 

 The SPOHP will conduct broadcast-quality oral history interviews that will be suitable for use in video and audio 

podcasts, radio and film documentaries, library exhibits and scholarly monographs.  The Museum is working with 

UF to conduct a series of oral history interviews at the annual PC Society reunion in Orlando this year and will be 

seeking candidates who are interested in sharing their stories of life in Panama and the Canal Zone. 

 Funding for the oral history program will depend on the number of interviews to be taken.  At this time, we 

estimate that close to $10,000 will be expended this year. 

 These three elements of the University of Florida are working closely with the Panama Canal Museum to ensure 

that the Museum’s collection is preserved for the long-term and UF’s position as the definitive source for 

information on the American experience in Panama is enhanced. 

 How Will the UF/PCM Partnership Work                                       

 The goal of the Partnership is to preserve the Panama Canal Museum (PCM) collection and the history 

of the United States in Panama.  Three main areas of concentration are at play within the University of 

Florida (UF): 

 After several months of deliberation and negotiations, the University of 

 Florida and the Panama Canal Museum finalized their agreement to 

 collaborate to preserve the Panama Canal Museum Collection and the history 

 of the United States in Panama.  Shown (from left to right) Kathy Egolf, 

 Executive Vice President of the Museum; Joe Wood, President of the 

 Museum; and Judy RussellJudy RussellJudy RussellJudy Russell, Dean of the George A. Smathers Libraries at the 

 University of Florida, with the signed Agreement 
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 Our collection continues to grow even as we prepare for transfer to the George A. Smathers Libraries at the 

University of Florida.  Since we continue to seek donations of significant items of historical importance to the American 

involvement in Panama and the Canal Zone, please contact the Museum if you have items you would like to donate.  

One of our staff or board members will go over your list of items and tell you which ones can be added to our collection.   

 We are especially interested in government documents, papers, reports and maps, pre-Columbian artifacts, huacas, 

molas, and photos with subjects identified. 

 We are no longer accepting Canal Zone memorabilia items such as Mindi Dairy milk containers, matches, Panama 

Line luggage tags, high school clothing, and scouting material.  However, we will accept nice memorabilia items that can 

be sold at our silent auction.  Please consult with the Museum before sending anything to us. 

 The Panama Canal Museum and University of Florida are hoping to digitize the Panama Canal Company/

Commission, Armed Forces, and Republic of Panama telephone books.  If you have any of the following telephone books 

and would like to donate them to the project, they would help to fill holes in our collection: 

Panama Canal Company/Commission telephone books:  before 1941, 

1942, 1943, 1944, 1947, 1948, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1954, 1956, 1957, 1973, 

1983, 1984, 1986, 1989, 1990, after 1997 

Armed Forces telephone books:  before 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1982, 

1984, 1985, 1987, 1989, 1990, after 1993 

Republic of Panama telephone books:  before 1954, 1955-1977, 1980-1993, 

after 1995 

Accessions Policy 

Telephone Books Needed 

Yearbooks Needed  

 The PCM has recently provided UF with a copy of every Zonian, Caribbean, and Conquistador yearbook in our col-

lection for the digitization project.  Unfortunately, the Museum does not have a complete set of all Canal Zone schools 

yearbooks.  If you have a copy of any of the following, please contact the Museum: 
 

Caribbean (Cristobal High School):  before 1920 

Zonian (Balboa High School):  before 1914, 1916-1919, 1923, 1937, 1988, 1999 

Conquistador (CZ Junior College/CZ College/Panama Canal College):  before 1936, 1942, 1950, 1951, after 1972 

Cougar's Pride (Curundu Junior High/Middle School):  before 1966, 1975, 1977, 1978, 1980, 1990, 1992, after 1996 

El Pacifico (Paraiso High School): any year before 1960, 1962, 1963, 1964, 1966, after 1977 

Rainbow City High School:  all years needed 

Elementary Schools:  practically all of the elementary school yearbooks 

Yearbooks from any other schools we may have overlooked! 
 

 We appreciate your help with this important project!  Contact the Museum by phone at 727-394-9338 or send an 

email to office@pancanalmuseum.org.  Thank you! 
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Trustee Profile — Robert J. “Bob” Karrer, Jr. 
 In this issue, we profile another of our “old timer” board of trustees members, LTC Robert J. “Bob” Karrer, Jr.  A trustee 

since 2000, Bob is informally looked upon as the representative of the collecting community, with a deep interest in and expertise 

on the myriad of collectibles associated with the Isthmus of Panama.  

  During his nearly 30-year military career, Bob served three tours on the 

isthmus for a total of ten years— from September 1967 when he first arrived and 

served as an instructor at the US Army School of the Americas at Fort Gulick, to 

July 1982, when he left after serving three years as Deputy J2 with USSOUTHCOM, 

Quarry Heights.  Among the more colorful aspects of Karrer’s tours in the Canal 

Zone were being one of General Noriega’s instructors at USARSA, playing handball 

with two future presidents of Latin American countries, being the Portuguese 

briefer for the Army and command “tour guide” at USSOUTHCOM, and escorting 

scores of distinguished visitors to the area on helicopter over-flights, including what 

he calls “combat white knuckle assaults” down the Chagres River from Gatun to 

Fort San Lorenzo.   

 Karrer is a native Vermonter and a 1959 graduate of The Citadel in Charleston, 

SC, where he now resides in an ante-bellum house he calls his “endless well of 

expenses in blood, sweat, tears, time and money.”  He became interested in all 

things isthmian naturally, having been a stamp and coin collector since 

childhood.  In college, and while earning a master’s degree at Johns Hopkins 

University (1961), he studied Spanish and Latin America.  The Army sent him to 

study Portuguese at the Army Language School in Monterey, CA, where he graduated in 1964 and where he and his wife Sara’s 

first child was born.  Neither their son Fritz, nor his younger sister, Sara Lynne, was a Balboa High School graduate, although 

Sara attended “her” BHS graduation with her many friends.  Both kids are enthusiastic “Museo” supporters, too, as they always 

get a calendar and ornament for Christmas.  

 During his tours on the isthmus he became deeply involved in the old Cristobal Coin Club, serving as president for several 

years, as well as the Pacific Side coin and stamp clubs, highlighted by being tasked to serve as auctioneer at all of them, a “fun-

job” that deepened his understanding of the hobby world. Along the way, he was co-founder of the Isthmian Collectors Club 

(ICC), named in honor of the entity which actually built the Canal—The Isthmian Canal Commission.  The initial meeting was 

held on Panama Canal Day, August 15, 1975.  Bob describes his trail through the hobby world as an ever-expanding journey.  He 

is still president of the ICC and has been its editor since 1975.  Many of the people associated with the Museum have been or are 

ICC members, and it was through this connection that Bob joined the board of trustees at the invitation of Bill McLaughlin.  

Through his ICC involvement, he has been preparing a series of important exhibits of Canal Zone postal history and picture 

postcards for a national audience and has written and published many articles and  several handbooks on Canal Zone collectibles. 

 When asked to describe his contributions to our board, Karrer opined, “It has been a great honor for me to have been asked 

to join this most worthy group for, to put it succinctly, the Museum really salutes us members, so what’s not to like about 

that?”  In a more serious vein, Bob says that his areas of expertise are really integral to our mission of conserving the relics and 

memories of The American Era in Panama.  Bob has been able to secure many fine donations to the Museum and leads ICC 

members in a Museum fund-raising effort that has enabled ICC to make several transits on the Museum’s Wall of 

Honor.  Whenever there is a question relating to history, Bob can be counted on to help, and as an “ace salesman” he has been 

most helpful in selling surplus items and encouraging ICC members to join the Museum and purchase our yearly calendars and 

Christmas decorations.  Anyone who has visited the Museum in Seminole or attended one of the Panama Canal Society reunions 

will have seen portions of his collections on display, which he enthusiastically places at our disposal.  Karrer confesses that this is 

the least he can do from Charleston; if he was retired in the St. Petersburg area he would be constantly down at the Museum 

helping in any way he can!  Laughingly, Bob also describes himself as one of our “non-Zonian representatives, but one who has 

partaken deeply of the waters of the Chagres and thus must qualify at least as an Honorary Zonian.”  To this your editor can only 

add “Amen!” 

Bob Karrer at the Panama Canal Museum 
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Volunteer Profiles - Ann Wood and Isabel Wood Egan 

 Recently, two of our members have joined our volunteer group.  Ann Wood and Isabel Wood Egan have been coming 

once a week to help with the preparation for the transfer of documents and other artifacts to the University of Florida.  They 

are checking the accessioned material against the master list and highlighting material that may be of interest to the 

university. 

 Ann and Isabel are recent transplants to Riverview, FL, from 

Burke, VA.  Ann and her husband, Ray Sanchez, bought a new 

home in Riverview in June last year.  Isabel sold her home in 

Virginia a few months later and is currently living in an apartment 

in Riverview.  Ann and Isabel, sisters of Joe Wood, were born in 

Panama and grew up in Ancon, Canal Zone, where their father, 

Joseph, Sr., was an accountant in the Internal Audit Division and 

their mother, Isabel, was a homemaker.  Both Ann and Isabel are 

graduates of Balboa High School.  Ann graduated from Marian 

College in Indianapolis, IN, and has a masters degree in social work 

from Fordham University in New York City.  She followed in 

Isabel’s footsteps, who after graduation from the University of 

Florida, also received her MSW from Fordham.  Both had long 

social work careers in New York City before moving to Burke, VA, 

where Ann continued her social work career until she retired in 

2009, while Isabel, whose avocation was family research, changed 

careers and was a genealogist for 18 years with the Daughters of the American Revolution in Washington, DC, before 

retiring in November 2008. 

 Isabel was married to the late Howard T. Egan, a PhD graduate in philosophy from Fordham University and a college 

professor.  Ann’s husband, Ray Sanchez,  is a graduate of Columbia University in NYC, also with an MSW degree.  He 

retired recently after a long career with the federal government in the department of Health and Human Services and Social 

Security Administration.  They have four children and two grandchildren.  Melissa and Raymond live in Connecticut; 

Christina is a social worker in Greensboro, NC; and Daniel is a recent graduate of Virginia Commonwealth University, 

living in Richmond, VA.  All the children were able to visit at Christmas and were very happy, despite this cold winter in 

Florida, to have escaped the snows, especially the 44 inches that fell this winter in Burke, VA; they would still be snowbound! 

Ann Wood (left) and Isabel Wood Egan at work with items from 

the Panama Canal Museum collections. 

Answers from Page 1:  1.  Three or four Zonians. See the Message from the President for their roles.  
2.  The Panama Canal Museum’s prize winning cookbook, Opening the Gates to Canal Cuisine, has six 
stupendous recipes for Johnny Marzetti and two for Charlie Mozetti.  3.  The signature pictured on the 
bag was compared with some digital copies of some of Gorgas's signatures in letters online at the Univer-

sity of Alabama's Special Collections.   4.  About 200 trainloads of spoil (dirt) a day were removed and 
carried to dumps from one to 23 miles away.  The dumps were carefully managed by a yardmaster who 
expedited the arrival and departure of each train.  The dirt and rocks were used to fill in low lying areas 
in the Canal Zone, to build the foundation of what would become new towns like Fort Amador 
(including the causeway and fortified islands) and Balboa on the Pacific side near Panama City.  It was 
also used to build Gatun Dam and a breakwater on the Atlantic side.  Some of it was just dumped in 
the jungle, covering as much as a thousand acres which in the rainy season became huge seas of mud. 
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Exhibits 

     The Museum is planning a potpourri of exhibits at this year's PC Society’s reunion at the Rosen Shingle Creek in Orlando.  

Because many people have not been able to visit the Museum in Seminole, we are going to bring the Museum to Orlando--

well, maybe not the whole Museum, but many of the items displayed therein, such as those pertaining to the Spanish era, 

French era, American construction era, chief engineers, Panama Railroad, canal operations, indigenous tribes of Panama, and 

defense of the canal.  We also plan to add three new areas to this year's exhibit:   

   Visits by Famous People — U.S. and international dignitaries such as presidents, 

 film and sport stars, members of royalty, etc. 

  Canal Zone Health System — people and methods used to make 

 the Canal Zone the healthiest tropical region in the world, eradication 

 of yellow fever, DDT trucks, Gorgas and his hospital, etc. 

  Panama Canal Pilots — items reflecting the critical importance of these    

 professionals. 

     If you have any documents, photos or artifacts that will help us tell the story in these three areas, please contact the 

Museum and let us know what you have.  We may like to borrow them. 

     Of course, we are bringing back the ever popular town site maps and may add some displays to complement the Panama 

Canal Society reunion theme of "Viva Panama." 

     Our partners at UF will be back showcasing their plans and capabilities regarding the digitization and preservation of the 

Museum collection. The exhibit will feature government materials and maps, collections highlighting the construction of the 

canal, and visual and photographic materials from the history of the American Era of the Panama Canal.  

     It will be an interesting, informative and nostalgic exhibit.  Don't miss it! 
  

Silent Auction 

     This could be our best silent auction yet — if we get some more great donations!  

Don't miss the opportunity to donate: a special piece of artwork, a prized out-of-print 

book, a useful household decoration, a nostalgic item, something from your Panama 

collection, etc.   Although certainly not a "white elephant" event, you may have 

something that would be a "hot" item for the auction. 

     By the way, several "hot" items were donated by some of our partners at the 

University of Florida for the silent auction. Be sure to see them for yourself at the 

reunion!  The silent auction begins at 9 AM on Thursday  and continues until 5 PM on 

Saturday, when top bidders can claim their treasures! 

 

Cultural Seminars 

     One of Panama's most eloquent conservationists will be the speaker at the reunion cultural seminars.  In 

addition to holding a position as professor at the University of Panama and the University of Santa Maria de 

Antigua, Dr. Stanley Heckadon-Moreno worked to establish Panama's national park system and coordinated 

the Panama Canal Watershed Monitoring Project.  In recent years, he also worked to establish the Smithsonian 

Tropical Research Institute's marine lab at Galeta as a center for environmental education.  Plan to attend the 

two seminars which are scheduled to be held on Friday and Saturday at 2 PM. 

Visit the Museum Exhibit Room at the PC Society Reunion 

The Queen of England touring the locks. 

Paul Glassburn displays several of  

the UF silent auction items. 
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Cruises 

     Not one, but two, exciting Museum fundraising cruises are on the docket for later this year and early next year.  

Something for everybody! 

     The September 26, 2010, 14-night Canada/New England cruise on the Celebrity Summit will 

take Museum cruisers to ports in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Maine, Nova Scotia, Quebec 

(two nights), and Prince Edward Island.  This round trip cruise from Bayonne, New Jersey, is 

scheduled to coincide with the beautiful fall foliage for which this region is famous. 

     Once you hear about the ship lined up for our seven-day March 6, 2011, Museum cruise to 

the Eastern Caribbean, the ports become almost immaterial!  Royal Caribbean's brand new (not 

even sailing yet as this is written) Allure of the Seas, sister ship to the line's Oasis of the Seas, is 

bound to wow all our Museum cruisers.  Besides the usual pleasant shipboard activities, the 

Allure's attractions include a carousel, two surf simulators for surfers, a zip line, a rising tide bar, 

rock climbing and an AquaTheater.  And you will want to be sure to take in Central Park, the 

Royal Promenade, the Casino Royale, Studio B (ice shows and ice skating), and the sports court/miniature golf course!  Oh, 

yes, by the way, the ship leaves from Fort Lauderdale and goes to the Bahamas, St. Thomas, and St. Maarten, before 

returning to Fort Lauderdale! 

     Make your reservations soon with Travel Leaders (386-445-0007 or 888-652-1365) to reserve the current prices.  If you 

still have questions at the time of the reunion, Pat and Arvid Olson and June Barlow Riesz will be in the Museum Exhibit 

Room to answer them —- and take your reservations! 

Store 

      As we go to print, ordering of store items for the reunion is still in progress.  But we do know already that the Museum's 

2010 collectible ornament and 2011 full-color calendar are going to be extra special.  Both feature the work of our much 

admired Zonian artist, Al Sprague.  The ornament is taken from Al's pollera painting titled "Katalina de Balboa."  Al 

explains, "This oil painting features a young woman who reminded me of my classmate Kathleen Steiner, so I named it 

after her."  Although Kathleen, unfortunately, died a few months ago, this painting is a beautiful tribute to her, and the 

ornament is a standout with its frame reflecting elements of the timbleques the women are wearing in their hair.  "Katalina 

de Balboa" and 13 other memorable Sprague works are represented in our 2011 calendar, which will be a new, larger size 

than our previous calendars. 

     New books, plush alligators (commemorating our partnership with the UF Gators!), bright yellow 

tote bags, and a new Shorty & Slim CD (Rust, Termites and Juega Vivos — with music dedicated to a 

deceased Museum board member, Chris Skeie) are among the items you will see at the reunion this 

year.  We've also been able to restock the ever popular Cocina Panameña and La Pollera, which will 

help carry out the Society's reunion theme, Viva Panama! 

     Dorn Thomas, a Museum trustee, will be available for anyone interested in finding out more about 

the Museum’s Roosevelt Medal Certificate program for descendents of Roosevelt Medal holders. 

     We'll have a few of our store items for sale in the Museum Exhibit Room; but to see them all, be sure to look for the 

Panama Canal Museum's tables in the Vendors' Room!  See you there! 

Volunteers 

      We always need lots of volunteers for all these activities in the exhibit room.  The work is fun —that is why a number of 

our volunteers return year after year.  The people come to you, and there are even some sit-down jobs!   If you’d like to help 

us with the silent auction, store, or any of the other myriads of jobs we have available, please contact the Museum.  We 

need YOU! 

Museum Exhibit Room Hours, July 1-4 

Thursday (9 AM—7 PM), Friday (1 PM—6 PM), Saturday (9 AM—6 PM),  Sunday (9 AM—11 AM) 
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Students Get History Lesson 

 The following article, by Megan Hussey, was 

published in the Tampa Tribune on February 14, 2010. 

 Gerald Cooper has traveled the world and steered a 
boat across the Panama Canal for 25 years.  Nowadays, 
he shares his love of foreign lands with students. 

 "So many people are not very well-versed in 
geography," said Cooper, a St. Petersburg resident.  "And 
a lot of kids aren't thinking outside Tampa and St. 
Petersburg." 

 Cooper provided money for the Diocese of St. 
Petersburg to buy a Panama Canal Museum in a Trunk, 
an academic program created by the Panama Canal 
Museum in Seminole that teaches kids about how the 
development of the Panama Canal brought the world 
together. 

 Cooper visited Bishop Larkin Catholic School on Monday, where the fourth-and fifth-grade students have 
been working with the trunk this semester. It's full of books, DVDs, CDs, magazines, PowerPoint 
presentations, maps and artwork covering every aspect of the Panama Canal's history.  The students have made 
good use of the trunk. 

 "This is cross-curricular," said Mary Barzaley, a media specialist at the school.  "This activity shows the 
value of thinking outside the classroom.  It's not about what you do in class.  It's how you apply it." 

 In social studies class, students learned about the structure of the canal and how to find Panama on a map, 
along with the numerous countries that use the canal for trade and travel purposes.  Students listened to native 
Panamanian music in Spanish class, and in art class created personalized pieces modeled after the artwork of 
the Kuna Indians.  They made models of the canal and of the gates and locks that raise the ships above sea level 
on the canal. 

 Cooper put their learning to the test, asking them why the canal was built. 

 "It took too long to get around South America," said Savannah Kelly. 

 Right. 

 "Without the canal, ships could not get across the land," Cooper said.  "By building the canal, it made the 
route a lot easier.  You could send cargo from Tokyo to Lisbon, Lisbon to San Francisco, Tokyo to Boston. 
They built the canal to create a shortcut for ships." 

 Cooper hopes that the Panama Canal Museum in a Trunk activity will inspire students to think globally, 
not just locally. 

 "This broadens their horizons," he said. 

 

 The sponsorship of a Panama Canal Museum in a Trunk for Puerto Rico by Luis Manuel Carrillo, Jr., & Associates, 

P.S.C., in Puerto Rico pointed to the need for a translation to Spanish of our four lesson plans with their 

accompanying activities for students from elementary to high school level, four PowerPoint presentations, and 

miscellaneous information totaling over 300 pages.  The Museum’s education curator, Kalika Novoa, and volunteer 

Henry Mizrachi, translated; volunteer Brenda Furlong tackled the editing work.  Thank you, all! 
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The filmmaker is using a book written by Van Hardveld’s 
wife about his experiences working on the canal. 
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The Panama Canal Museum would like to start posting on its website and including in its publications write-

ups of memories people have of their participation in the United States' involvement in Panama's history.  Chuck 

Hummer, our President Emeritus, has submitted three blurbs to get us started:  Sian Yung, Uncle Sam Exits Canal in 

Battle Fatigues--Not Dress Blues, and Canal Gypsies--A Memory of Good Times.  His first blurb, Sian Yung, appears 

below, and we hope all three will soon be posted to our website, panamacanalmuseum.org.  (Chuck was an oil pollution 

control officer for the Panama Canal Company at the time of the Sian Yung sinking.) 

 If you would like to submit blurbs to be considered for inclusion in our publications and on our website, please 

contact the Museum.  We--and other readers--would be most appreciative! 

 

 

The Sian Yung was a liberty ship hull transiting southbound through Gaillard Cut in the Panama Canal in 1970.  

In the vicinity of Contactors Hill, the ship veered to the right striking the rocky sheer bank on the port side.  The rocks 

holed the hull in the vicinity of the engine 

room, and the ship started taking on 

water.  The pilot called for assistance, and 

tugs were sent to assist the vessel.  The 

vessel proceeded about 1/2 mile before 

the ship sank to a point where the main 

deck was awash.  The tugs then pushed 

the vessel to the bank as far as possible to 

lessen the extent the ship would obstruct 

the sailing navigation channel.  The ship 

sank to the bottom with only the two 

bridge decks above water.  The main deck 

was about four feet below water at that 

lake elevation. 

The ship was loaded with a cargo 

of rice and baled cotton.  It also had about 

200 barrels of heavy fuel oil aboard which 

began to leak through the vents into the fresh waters of Gatun Lake.  The location of the primary fresh water intake for 

all of the Pacific side communities both in the Canal Zone and Panama was only 200 yards from where the ship went 

down. 

Within a matter of days, the cargo of rice began to ferment.  Oil booms were placed around the ship and oil 

collection equipment was assembled on the west bank of the canal adjacent to the ship location and on floating barges. 

Salvage experts were assembled on site, and the arduous task of salvaging the ship began.  First it was decided to 

remove as much of the cargo as possible to lighten the vessel, allow patching of damage in the cargo spaces, and remove 

the rotting cargo from the fresh waters of Gaillard Cut to reduce the threat of contamination of the fresh water supply. 

Using divers, the cargo offloading operation began.  It was a labor intensive and tortuous operation.  In the 

meantime, experts from the Panama Canal Company's dredging division, along with consultants, devised a design to 

modify the 24-inch cutter suction dredge Mindi in such a way as to allow the cargo to be hydraulically pumped from the 

cargo holds to disposal sites normally used to contain siltation dredged from the Gaillard Cut during routine 

maintenance dredging operations. 

Share Your Memories with the Panama Canal Museum 

    Shown are (left to right) Walter Fade, Bill Murden, Tom Turner, and an unidentified welder with the 

    28" I.D. suction for the Mindi with cutters to slash burlap bags.  

Sian Yung Sian Yung Sian Yung Sian Yung     



Page 14 Panama Canal Museum 

 The following article by Lee Nessel was published in 
FLORIDA TODAY, March 15, 2010. 

 They call themselves "Zonians," and a community of them now 
live in Brevard County.  Perhaps you've seen them, cascading across 
Merritt Island's Sykes Creek in an unfamiliar craft, training for a 
race that involves an annual pilgrimage back to their former home:  
The Panama Canal Zone. 

 The Central Florida Cayuco Paddlers, mostly in their 40s now, 
grew up in the 553-square-mile canal zone where generations of 
Americans lived and worked on the canal.  Even after most 
Americans relocated back to the United States (many to Florida) 
following the 1977 treaty that agreed to give up exclusive American 
control of the territory, many of them travel back every year to 
celebrate their history with sport. 

 "It was a utopia, there was no crime, everyone had good jobs, 
there was a good school system," Scott Roche said.  "My kids have 
never been down there but they hate me for leaving." 

 The annual Ocean to Ocean Cayuco race is 50 miles over three 
days, from the Atlantic to the Pacific through the Panama Canal, in 
native cayuco boats. 

 No, these little boats do not interfere with canal operations, 
which sees up to 14,000 vessels pass through each year.  The racers 
skirt outside the buoy line of the channel. 

 The boats are made by the Indians of Panama, who dig them 
out of native trees.  Cayucos are 30 feet long and resemble kayaks.  
The typical crew of four uses single-blade paddles, similar to how a 
canoe is propelled. 

 "It's not easy, the boats are very tippy," Roche said.  "It's like 
being on a longboard out in the ocean with four people sitting on it." 

 Formerly of Port St. John and now living in Orlando, Roche, 
48, is one team member traveling to this year's race.  His parents 

moved to the canal zone when he was 3, and the family left in 1980 
after he finished high school. 

 The Central Floridians who train in Sykes Creek meet three 
times a week and have been paddling a 7-mile loop from State Road 
520 to SR 528.  They use a boat modeled after the Due Process, the 
winningest boat in the race's history now on display at the Cocoa 
Beach Surf Company. 

 The Ocean-to-Ocean Cayuco Race tradition began in 1954.   
Frank Townsend (Editor's note: actually, his father, 
Wesley "Red" Townsend) of the Panama Canal Co. took a group 
of explorers from the Boy Scouts of America to meet a native 
community on the Chagres River.  A formal race was born from 
the competition that developed between the natives and the 
Americans. 

 Richard Grimison, 47, won a race when he was a scout in 1980.  
He did four races as a scout, left to attend college in the U.S., then 
returned as an adult.  This will be his 11th race. 

 "It's like a homecoming.  My great grandparents went down to 
dig the canal and my family stayed ever since," said the current 
resident of Meritt Island.  "It's still home for us." 

 It is typical for about 45 cayuco teams to participate with about 

190 participants, and spectators usually number 1,000, according 

the race Web site. 

 The three-day race begins on a Friday, at the Atlantic entrance 

of the canal in Cristobal and ends at Gatun Locks -- about 7 miles.  

Saturday's second stretch crosses Gatun Lake and ends in Gamboa, 

about 21 miles. Sunday consists of several sprints and races that 

span 15 miles through more locks and end at the Pacific Ocean. 

 The race celebrates a mix of culture.  It's Panamanians and 

Americans, adults and youth, little boats next to some of the world's 

largest.  It could only happen in the Panama Canal. 

 To Paddle Ocean to Ocean Racers Must Be in the Zone                                   

The Grimison, Huff, Niemeyer, Pletcher and Bradley families, along with Rob Munchbach, all “from 

the Zone,” pose with the Due Process at the Surf Company in Cocoa Beach. 

CAYUCO 

IN THE PANAMA CANAL 

What: Ocean-to-Ocean Cayuco Race 
Where: Panama Canal 
When: March 26 to 28 
Distance: 50 miles, broken into 
various events 
On the Web: www.cayucorace.org 
On display in Brevard County: 
The Due Process, one of the 
winningest boats in the history of the 
Ocean-to-Ocean Race, is on display 
at The Cocoa Beach Surf Company in 
Cocoa Beach, on loan from the 
University of Florida. 
The boat won its first race in 1975 and 
saw much success until it was retired 
in 1999. It was donated to the Panama 
Canal Museum of Seminole, which 
recently partnered with UF. (Editor's 
note:  The Due Process was donated 

to the PCM  by Paul Broussard.) 



Page 15 Panama Canal Museum 
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Exhibit Committee 
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Information Technology 
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Oral History 
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Store Committee 
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Richmond F. Brown, 
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Dick Cunningham 
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Robert K. Dawson 
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PANAMA CANAL MUSEUM 

7985 113th Street, Suite 100 

Seminole, Florida 33772 

Tel. (727)-394-9338 

Fax (727)-394-2737 

Email: office@panamacanalmuseum.org 

www.panamacanalmuseum.org 

EIN  59-3532182 

Museum Hours: 

Monday—Saturday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

This newsletter is published by the Panama Canal Museum for its 

members, donors and benefactors.  Additional copies can be 

obtained by writing or emailing the Museum.  The Museum is staffed 

by a museum director, education curator, two part-time clerical 

assistants and volunteers who graciously donate their time and skills 

to carry on the work of the Museum.  We acknowledge and thank 

our many benefactors, donors, volunteers and friends who continue 

to assist this important project.   

 

Membership 

Representatives 
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Larry Siegel 
larrysiegel@bellsouth.net 

 

Arizona 

Carl Berg 
carlnberg@aol.com 
 
Southern California 
Joan De Grummond 
 

Tina Cartotto Ressa 

zonejoan@aol.com 
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Alice Latimer 
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Miami, Florida 
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Mickey Walker Fitzgerald 
mickeyftz@aol.com 
 
Pensacola, Florida 

Barbara Egolf Dedeaux 
dedeaux1@cox.net 
Barbara Vose-Kulig 
czbarbv@hotmail.com 
 
Sarasota, Florida 

Barbara Peterson 
tommypete@worldnet.att.net 

 
Tampa Bay, Florida 

Muriel Whitman 
Cristobal43@tampabay.rr.com 

 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Marie Drake 
mariedrake@bellsouth.com 

 
Pacific Northwest 

Dan & Pat Nellis 
chdarwin9581@toast.net 
 

Poconos 

Gordon Davis 
Gdavis1@comcast.net 
 
Kerrville, Texas 

Jo-Anne Fields 
Joanne_fields@hotmail.com 

 
Seattle, Washington 

Marilynn Abreau Stevens 
momthept@aol.com 
 

Page 16 Panama Canal Museum 

Please join us . . . 

April 17:  Space Coast Bunco V, a fund raiser for the PCM, 

will be held at the Dog ‘n Bone Pub in Cocoa Village, FL.  

Contact  phuff@cfl.rr.com or 321-455-1649 for info. 

July 1 - 4:  Panama Canal Society Reunion at Orlando's Rosen 
Shingle Creek Resort.  Visit the PCM Exhibit Room and vend-

ing tables. 

September 26 - October 10:  Panama Canal Museum Fund-

raiser Cruise to Canada/New England on Celebrity's Summit. 

March 6 - 13, 2011:  Panama Canal Museum Fundraiser cruise 
to the Eastern Caribbean on Royal Caribbean's Allure of the 
Seas. 

THE PANAMA CANAL MUSEUM  

MISSION AND VISION 

 

 The mission of the Panama Canal Museum is to 
document, interpret and articulate the role of the 
United States in the history of Panama, with emphasis 
on the construction, operation, maintenance and 
defense of the Panama Canal and the contributions to 
its success by people of all nationalities. 

 The vision of the Panama Canal Museum is to 
achieve national and international recognition as the 
foremost source of historical information uniquely 
dedicated to documentation of the United States’ 
participation in the history of Panama. 
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